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Abstract

The present paper discusses several possible accounts of L2 errors arising in a contact situati on in
which the target language (Polish) is very closely related to the learner’s L1 (East Slavic: Belorussian,
Russian, Ukrainian). Although L1/ L2 proximity oft en leads to att ribute most or all errors to cross-
linguisti c interference, it will be shown that explanati ons based on universal tendencies are also
viable, as indeed long suggested by detractors of the contrasti ve analysis approach. Because of the
peculiar learning environment created by the possibility of mutual intelligibility between Polish and
East Slavic, the refl ecti on is framed within research on the psycholinguisti ¢ aspects of
intercomprehension.

The analysis will focus on the morphological marking of a subset of nouns that in the plural engage in
slightly diverging diff erenti al object marking patt erns in Polish and East Slavic. The paper presents
the results of a largescale, quanti tati ve-oriented experiment, whose fi ndings are discussed in
connecti on with previous non-quanti tati ve research in order to provide a comprehensive view of the
phenomenon.
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