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Abstract

Brexit cannot be only an isolated case but the evidence of a greater phenomenon, namely the upsurge of populist
politi cal tendencies among European countries. Their politi cal campaigns have transformed peoples’ concerns
about the increasing number of terroristi ¢ att acks and of immigrants arriving in Europe into real fear. Within this
context, the press plays a decisive role in reporti ng and commenti ng on social and politi cal issues such as migrati
on. Hence, this study analyzes how the Italian and Briti sh press reported migrati on discourse before and aft er
Brexit, focusing on the frequency of representati on in the quality press and on their geographical representati on
identi fi ed in the use of referenti al strategies. This study highlights the infl uence of politi cal discourse on
newspaper discourse: the prominence given by politi cians to migrati on issues has infl uenced its newsworthiness,
it has received signifi cantly more press coverage in 2016 and 2017 than in the past. The Italian and Briti sh press
frequently represent (?) indisti ncti vely migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers as coming from two main areas:
European areas (more specifi cally, East Europe) and non-European areas (more specifi cally, Africa, Syria, and
Afghanistan). The use of referenti al strategies to defi ne group boundaries and to marginalize migrants in a unique
group has been detected.
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