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Abstract

What if James Dean survived his 1955 car crash? In The Monument Mythos, a' YouTube analog horror
series (Casanas 2020-2023), the actor enters politics and becomes the 37th U.S. President. Classified
as an “alternative reality game” or “unfiction” (Lawton, 2022), the mockumentary blends reality
and fiction, inviting audiences to “play along” , though critics warn of stereotypes (Hoeffner 2023).
The series inspired both a fan-made Wiki and debates on alternatehistory.com, exploring how Dean’s
persona might have reshaped America’ s history. This paper examines the relationship between real
history and the “Deanverse,” focusing on the “ramifications” of divergence (Hellekson 2002)
and on the rhetorical strategies of “President Dean” . It argues that alternate history can both reflect
and challenge dominant narratives, affecting American memory culture (Assmann 2011) and
collective identity.



